
Bridging the Divide Between 
Healthcare Systems and RCCs: A 
Moderated Panel Discussion

5th Town hall style seminar in the NIDA-funded series on

recovery community centers (RCCs) and how these RCCs can 

support persons treated with medications for opioid use disorder

Recovery Seminar on 3/19/21



RECOVERYANSWERS.ORGRECOVERY BULLETIN @RECOVERYANSWERS RECOVERY-RESEARCH-INSTITUTE RECOVERY RESEARCH INSTITUTE

• NIDA-funded R24 program

• Goal: To advance the science on recovery community centers (RCCs) to 

support persons treated with medications for opioid use disorder

• Specific Aims:

• Engage RCC stakeholders in research-advancing activities such as 

seminars, funding, advisory board meetings, and hands-on support.

• RCC stakeholders = anyone who contributes to or can benefit 

from the support RCCs can provide

• Disseminate tools and products that facilitate research on RCCs 

Part of a larger effort
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The Steering Committee is made up of 

scientists, clinicians, RCC leadership and 
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Patty 

McCarthy



Resources on website:

Video recordings of 
seminars

Conference 
presentation slides

Outcome reports of 
funded pilot studies

Repository of scales 
to assess RCC 
outcomes

List of RCCs and 
participants 
interested in studies 
on RCCs

Summaries of 
patient advisory 
board meetings

Repository of papers 
on conceptual 
framework of RCCs

https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-research-summaries/building-research-infrastructure/
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More information: https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-

research-summaries/post-doctoral-position/

Post-Doctoral Position

• Postdoctoral Addiction Fellowship in Recovery-Oriented Systems of Care

• Two-year fellowship to commence in the summer/fall 2021

• The fellow will be involved in all R24 activities activities (e.g., participate in the monthly 

seminar series, participate in Steering Committee meetings, and become involved in 

providing technical assistance to RCC personnel) while advancing their own line of 

research through manuscript preparation, professional network building, and grant 

writing.

• Primary mentors for this position are Dr. John Kelly and Dr. Bettina Hoeppner

https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-research-summaries/post-doctoral-position/
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-research-summaries/post-doctoral-position/
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Demographic Questions

Who are you? Check ALL that apply.

• Recovery community center (RCC) participant

• Recovery community center (RCC) staff / leader

• Clinician

• Prescriber (of medications for opioid use disorder)

• Recovery support staff / peer worker / volunteer

• Scientist (including scientists in training)

• Recovery advocate

• Healthcare decision maker (e.g., hospital 

leadership, department of health, etc.)

• Person with lived experience (regarding recovery)

• None of the above

What is your gender? Select one.

• Male

• Female

• Other

What is your race? Select ALL that apply.

• American Indian or Alaskan Native

• Asian

• Black or African American

• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

• White or Caucasian

• Other

Do you identify as Hispanic or Latino?

• No, not Hispanic or Latino

• Yes, Hispanic or Latino
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Polling Questions

Do you think it would be helpful if healthcare systems told 

their patients about Recovery Community Centers?

• Yes

• No

• Maybe

The barriers that interfere with healthcare systems linking 

substance use disorder patients with Recovery Community 

Centers are most likely to be:

• Lack of knowledge - healthcare systems are largely 

unaware of Recovery Community Centers and what they 

can offer 

• Concerns about their patients being welcomed - healthcare 

workers worry that patients taking addiction treatment 

medications (e.g., buprenorphine/naloxone, "Suboxone") 

will not be welcomed

• Lack of time - healthcare workers don't have the time to 

talk about Recovery Community Centers with their patients

• Other barriers
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QUESTION 1

Christopher

What are some of the challenges you have seen 
patients struggle with in the transition from a 
healthcare setting to the community?
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QUESTION 2

Dr. Lambert

Although RCCs exist across Massachusetts, they 
are not often talked about or even known in 
medical settings. What do you think are some of 
the reasons for this gap and barriers to forming 
more robust connections?
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QUESTION 3

Dr. Kane

What lessons can we learn about synergistically 
connecting peer and community-based supports 
with the healthcare setting for people with 
addiction?
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QUESTION 4

Windia

What do you see as the current barriers between 
building stronger linkages and how can we on 
either side do better to establish these 
connections?
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QUESTION 5

Dr. Schiff

What are the areas that you see as the greatest 
needs for these young families?
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